Environmental Assessment Errata Template

The Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) developed this Environmental Assessment Errata Template as an errata approach to address the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). NDOT will update the Errata template as processes and procedures are refined.
This template provides a consistent document format and organization for required content in an Errata. The template is a starter document for creating an Errata and provides both standard language that should be used for all projects and example text that can be modified to fit the project. Guidance in comment balloons (inserted using Microsoft Word’s comment feature on the Review tab in the ribbon) provides direction on how to complete each chapter/section.
Instructions
This template is formatted per NDOT’s brand standards and should not be altered. Use the styles provided, and do not alter them or create new styles. Copy and paste from other documents using the Keep Text Only function to keep the template styles from being modified.
In this template, standard language is provided in plain black text. Use this standard language when provided, and add project-specific information to replace the [gray bracketed text]. Standard language should be used for all projects except in special circumstances.
In this template, example language is provided in blue text. Revise or delete the example language when drafting the Errata.
When developing the Errata, use comments for information on references to be cited, action items and/or information needed for a resource, notes to the quality control reviewer, etc. 
The Errata template is designed to cover a majority of NDOT projects, but it is imperative that the author confirm that the information is applicable to the subject project.
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February 2025	1
 [Insert Project Name]
Project Number: [Insert project number]
Control Number: [Insert control number]
Environmental Assessment Errata
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by NDOT pursuant to 23 USC 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated [TO BE FILLED IN], and executed by FHWA and NDOT.

This Environmental Assessment Errata has been prepared in accordance with provisions and requirements of 23 Code of Federal Regulations 771 and 774, relating to the implementation of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. The signatures below indicate verification that the content of the attached document/errata sheet accurately reflects the scope of this project and certifies that the EA represents NDOT’s good-faith effort to prioritize documentation of the most important considerations required by the statute within the congressionally mandated page limits within the Congressional timeline. 
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The following persons may be contacted for additional information concerning this document:
	[Insert name]
	[Insert name]	Comment by NDOT: This and the lines below are for LPA projects only. Delete for NDOT projects.

	[Insert title]
	[Insert title]

	Nebraska Department of Transportation
	[Insert LPA Name]

	1500 Nebraska Parkway
	[Insert LPA Address Line 1]

	Lincoln, NE 68502-4759
	[Insert LPA Address Line 2]

	Phone: [Insert phone number]
	Phone: [Insert phone number]
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2	[insert JETT ID]
[Insert Month Year]	i
Nebraska Department of Transportation
Finding of No Significant Impact
for
Project Number: [Insert project number]
Control Number: [Insert control number]
[Insert Project Name]
The Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) has determined that this project will not have any significant impact on the human environment or natural environment. This Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is based on the enclosed Environmental Assessment Errata in conjunction with the [insert EA publication date], Environmental Assessment document, which have been independently evaluated by NDOT and determined to adequately and accurately discuss the need, environmental issues, and impacts of the proposed project and appropriate mitigation measures. It provides sufficient evidence and analysis for determining that an Environmental Impact Statement is not required. NDOT takes full responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content of the attached Environmental Assessment Errata.
	Date
	
	Division Administrator
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[bookmark: _Toc157601984]Abbreviations	Comment by NDOT: The following are standard abbreviations often used in EAs. Update this list as needed.
BMP	best management practice
CFR	Code of Federal Regulations
CWA	Clean Water Act of 1972
DWEE	Nebraska Department of Water, Energy, and Environment
EA	Environmental Assessment
FHWA	Federal Highway Administration
HPM	Highway Project Manager
MM	mile marker
mph	miles per hour
MSAT	Mobile Source Air Toxics
N-	Nebraska Highway
NCRC	Nebraska Central Railroad Company
NDOT	Nebraska Department of Transportation
NEPA	National Environmental Policy Act
NGPC	Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
NPDES	National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
NRHP	National Register of Historic Places
Project	[Insert Project Name]
RCUT	restricted crossing U-turn intersection
ROW	right-of-way
SHPO	Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office
STA	Station
SWPPP	Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
Uniform Act	Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970
US-	US Highway
USACE	US Army Corps of Engineers
USC	United States Code
USFWS	US Fish and Wildlife Service
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[bookmark: _Toc216250174]Introduction
An Environmental Assessment (EA) for the above-referenced project was submitted to the Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) and was signed and approved by NDOT on [insert date]. The EA was made available at the following locations for review for a [#]-day public comment period, which began on [insert date], and ended on [insert date]:
· NDOT Headquarters (1500 Nebraska Parkway, Lincoln, NE)
· [bookmark: _Hlk196996145]NDOT District [insert district number] Headquarters ([insert street address, city, and state])
· [Insert additional locations and their addresses]
In addition, an electronic version of the EA was available for review on the [NDOT website or LPA website at (insert link)]. [Insert text about notification of the EA and opportunity for public comment]. Resource agencies, stakeholders, and other members of the public were notified via public notice and targeted mailer of the availability of the EA and opportunity for public comment. The public notification involved mailing a postcard with a project location map to a compiled distribution list of 1,284 property owners adjacent to the project location, as well as potentially interested parties. Additionally, 485 public and private agencies with potential interest in the project were included in the distribution list, including the Nebraska Trucking Association. A legal notice was placed in the following three Nebraska Press Association–recognized newspapers on September 12, 2024: the Columbus Telegram, the York News Times, and the Polk County News.	Comment by NDOT: State how resource agencies, stakeholders, and the public were notified about the EA and the opportunity for public comment. Include information about the distribution list and legal notice.
[Insert text about public comment(s), and meeting if one was held]	Comment by NDOT: If held, provide information about the public meeting, including the location, date, time, number of people in attendance, how the meeting was advertised, and the meeting format. 
[bookmark: _Hlk179205499]A public meeting was held at [insert location] on [insert date] from [insert time], with approximately [insert number] people in attendance. Temporary highway signs advertising the meeting were placed along the project location. Project information was posted on Twitter/X and Facebook and added to NDOT’s website at [insert web address].
Comments (written, email, phone calls) were accepted on the EA until [insert date]. [NDOT or LPA] received and responded to approximately [#] public comments summarized in Chapter 2, Table 2-1 and in Appendix [#].
This Errata documents comments received during the [#]-day review period of the EA and documents any changes to the project design or analysis, as described in the EA, resulting from the comments received.
The purpose of this Errata is to respond to comments received and to provide additions or changes to the EA where necessary, using this errata format. This document, in conjunction with the [insert publication date], EA document, constitutes the completed National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document.

[Project Name]
Environmental Assessment	Public and Agency Involvement

[bookmark: _Toc216250175]Public and Agency Involvement
[bookmark: _Toc216250176]Public Involvement
Public meeting attendees had the opportunity to submit written comments. Comments were also accepted from the public via mail, email, and phone during the comment period. The Public Involvement Summary Memo is provided in Appendix [#].
The memo includes the transcript of the public hearing (if one was held), the public and agency comments received during the public comment period, and the official response letters. The response letters were mailed on [insert date].
Table 2-1 summarizes all written public comments received at the public meeting and during the public comment period, and NDOT/FHWA responses. No agency correspondence or comments were received on the EA.	Comment by NDOT: Include this statement if applicable.
[bookmark: _Toc216250177]Agency Coordination	Comment by NDOT: Discuss ongoing coordination with agencies as well as coordination since publication of the EA. Note applications submitted for permits and other approvals.


[bookmark: _Toc144991525][bookmark: _Toc216250192]Table 2-1. Public and Agency Comments	Comment by NDOT: Complete the table with comments received and the responses to those comments. Comments and responses should be verbatim. 
	#
	Comment
	Response

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	

	7
	
	

	8
	
	

	9
	
	

	10
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc216250178]Errata Sheet – Changes to the EA
The following pages of the Errata include additions or alterations to the EA as a result of [insert text]. Discussion is provided below with reference to the pages from the EA.	Comment by NDOT: State the reasons for the changes to the EA, such as public input, agency input, design revisions, and/or identification of a wetland mitigation site.
0. [bookmark: _Toc216250179]Universal Changes to the EA
Several universal changes apply to the EA text:
· References to “Preferred Alternative” are hereby changed to “Selected Alternative.”
· References to “would” in the Preferred Alternative are hereby changed to “will,” including the description of the Selected Alternative, design features, affected environment, and environmental consequences.
· In the Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation sections in Chapter 3, all references to “would” in connection with [NDOT or LPA] or the Contractor’s responsibility to comply with required mitigation measures are hereby changed to “will” and “shall.”
[bookmark: _Toc216250180]Design Changes Resulting from Public Comment	Comment by NDOT: Discuss design changes, including resources reviewed and changes in impacts due to those design changes.


0.1 [bookmark: _Toc167097886][bookmark: _Toc216250181]Analysis Related to [insert relevant topic, such as Identification of the Wetland Mitigation Site]	Comment by NDOT: Discuss new analysis (for reasons other than design changes) conducted since publication of the EA. If not applicable, delete this section.


[bookmark: _Toc216250182]Changes to the EA by Section
To provide the relevant context for each edit or change other than the universal changes, the entire original EA paragraph or section has been included. The section numbering below corresponds with the same section number in Chapter 3 of the EA. EA text to be deleted is shown as strikeout text (strikeout), and additions to the EA text are italicized.
[bookmark: _Toc216250183]EA.3.7	Recreation Facilities	Comment by NDOT: This section is provided as an example. Number sections to match their number in the EA and precede the number with “EA.” In this example, Recreation Facilities was Section 3.7 in the EA, so it’s Section EA3.7 here. Include only resources that have non-universal edits or changes. The relevant subsections can be included in their entirety for context. Show the original text with deletions in strikeout and additions in italics.
EA.3.7.3	Impacts of the Preferred Selected Alternative
Impacts on the Benedict Ball Field, Cross County Community Schools, Lucy Holm Campground, City Square Park, Governor’s Park Arboretum, Osceola City Park, Pocket Park, and Shelby Park are not anticipated. No ROW or easements will would be acquired from these properties, and access will would be maintained throughout construction.
Temporary easements may be acquired from Buckley Park for construction of the roadway and reconstruction of the existing driveways. Access to the park from one of the two entrances would be maintained during construction. During the Section 4(f) coordination, the City of Stromsburg noted that there was not a connection between the two entrances into Buckley Park and Campground, and roadway linking the Lucy Holm Campground and Buckley Park is for employees only and chained. The campground can only be accessed via the north entrance and the picnicking facilities, swimming pool, disc golf, tennis courts, basketball courts, sand volleyball courts, horseshoe pits, baseball fields, and playground equipment can only be accessed via the south entrance. However, in the off-season campground users can be accommodated in the Lucy Holm Campground and park users can be detoured to the employee only entrance after the pool is closed for the season
In response to the 2024 coordination package on historic properties (see Section 3.8.1), the City of Stromsburg responded on January 26, 2024, and expressed concerns regarding Buckley Park and Two Parks Trail, both of which are located along the Project alignment. NDOT responded to the City of Stromsburg on February 15, 2024, and indicated that the City’s concerns regarding Buckley Park and the Two Parks Trail would be forwarded to the Design Team. To avoid permanent impacts on Buckley Park, the widening will would be placed on the east side of the roadway, resulting in a full realignment of Two Parks Trail from Buckley Park to the NCRC rail line east of the widened roadway. There is an existing sidewalk adjacent to US-81 on the west side. Pedestrian access between Buckley Park and City Square Park would be maintained throughout construction via this sidewalk. Improvements will would be made to the sidewalk as needed prior to using it as a detour route. The detour will would be in place for approximately 6 to 12 months for grading, trail reconstruction, and work on the Prairie Creek bridge. Following construction, Two Parks Trail would be reconstructed in as good as, if not better than, the pre-construction condition east of its current location.
Approximately 1.8 acres of ROW and easements will would be acquired from Ryan Hill Country Club. The existing land use in this area is maintained landscaping. The acquisition is not anticipated to impact the existing golf course holes or fairways.
EA.3.7.4	Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation
The work occurring adjacent to Buckley Park may be minimized further during the design process. (NDOT Roadway)
Access to Buckley Park would  be maintained via one of the two entrances  at all times. (Contractor)
Access to Buckley Park from the two entrances, Buckley Parkway/Exchange Street on the south and Park Road on the north, will be maintained during the peak use season. (Contractor)
Buckly Parkway/Exchange Street access reconstruction will occur between Labor Day and Memorial Day with access temporarily detoured to the employee use only access road from Lucy Holm Campground. (Contractor)  
Park Road access reconstruction will occur between Labor Day and Memorial Day with access maintained to Lucy Holm Campground for campers. (Contractor)
The full extent of tree removal shall be re-evaluated during the final design and ROW phases, and NDOT will re-coordinate with the City of Stromsburg if tree removal is identified. (NDOT Design)
The sidewalk west of US-81 that is intended for use as the Two Parks Trail detour would will be improved as needed and open for use prior to closing Two Parks Trail. (NDOT District, Contractor)
The Contractor would will not complete work or stage, stockpile, or store materials outside of the boundaries of the acquired temporary easements at Buckley Park. If it is determined that additional temporary easement is required outside of the designated boundaries or if access is restricted to the property, coordination would will occur with NDOT Environmental. (Contractor)
The contractor shall not complete work, stage, stockpile or store materials within the boundary of the following recreational properties: Benedict Ball Field, Cross County Community Schools recreational resources, City Square Park, Osceola City Park, Pocket Park, and Shelby Park. If it is determined that a temporary easement is required from or access is restricted to a recreational property, coordination shall occur with NDOT Environmental. (Contractor)
The following properties shall be marked on the Project plans as sensitive areas: Benedict Ball Field, Cross County Community Schools recreational resources, Buckley Park, City Square Park, Governors’ Park Arboretum, Osceola City Park, Pocket Park, and Shelby Park. (NDOT Design)
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[bookmark: _Toc216250184]Environmental Commitments and Mitigation Measures
The following environmental commitments and mitigation measures were presented in the EA in Chapter 3 resource sections under the heading “Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation,” and are listed here in their final version. These mitigation measures will be implemented by NDOT by incorporating them into either the final design or the project construction documents. These mitigation measures supersede any of those identified in the EA. The following mitigation measures and commitments are not subject to modification without the prior written approval of FHWA. Each mitigation measure is presented in association with the resource to which it most directly applies; although some of the listed measures apply to multiple resources, they are listed only under the resource that they most directly benefit. In addition to the mitigation measures listed herein, NDOT Standard Specifications will be applied to the Selected Alternative and will result in impact avoidance and minimization on resources.
[bookmark: _Toc127828320][bookmark: _Toc150164231][bookmark: _Toc216250185]3.3	Farmland	Comment by NDOT: This section is provided as an example. Number sections to match their number in the EA. In this example, Farmland was Section 3.3 in the EA, so it’s Section 3.3 here. Include only resources that have commitments and/or mitigation measures. Other resources can be excluded. Show the original text with deletions in strikeout and additions in italics.
[bookmark: _Toc127828325][bookmark: _Toc150164232]NDOT would will compensate the landowners and/or current leaseholders for impacts on the center pivot irrigation systems. Compensation would will include, but not be limited to, relocating the center pivot system, modifying the center pivot equipment, and/or relocating the well supplying the center pivot system. NDOT would will coordinate with the landowner during the ROW process. (NDOT)
Structure and property impact mitigation is discussed further in Section 3.4.4 EA Section 3.4. No other mitigation with respect to farmland would will be required or is proposed.
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