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8:30 a.m., Friday, August 22, 2025 
State Highway Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
On Friday, August 22, 2025, the Nebraska State Highway Commission convened at Mid-Plains 
Community College North Campus at 1101 Halligan Drive in North Platte, NE. The agenda, a recording of 
the meeting, attendance sheets, and handouts relevant to the business of this meeting are a part of the 
permanent minutes of record and are on file at NDOT Central Headquarters. The Nebraska Open 
Meetings Act (Statutes 84-1407 to 84-1414) was posted in the meeting room. 
 

MEETING NOTICE 
 

• Notice of the regularly scheduled meeting, including the time, location, and agenda, was 
advertised on the Department of Transportation and the State of Nebraska’s websites no less 
than ten days prior to the meeting. 

• The agenda was emailed or mailed to commission members, NDOT staff, and interested persons 
no less than ten days prior to the meeting. 

• A media release was emailed on Friday, August 15, 2025. 

• The meeting agenda was kept current and available to the public in the Communication Division 
of the Nebraska Department of Transportation, 1500 Nebraska Parkway, Lincoln, Nebraska. No 
changes were made to the agenda within 48 hours prior to commencement. 

• Copies of the meeting agenda were posted and available to the public at the entrance to the 
meeting room. 

 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT 
 

• Commissioner Richard Meginnis District 1  

• Commissioner David Copple District 3 

• Commissioner James H. Kindig  District 4 

• Commissioner Doug Leafgreen District 5  

• Commissioner Jim Hawks District 6 

• Commissioner Greg Wolford District 7 

• Director, Vicki Kramer Ex Officio 
 
 
Molly Mellinger, NDOT Executive Coordinator, was recording. A transcript of the meeting is available 
upon request. Nebraska State Highway Commission meetings are conducted in compliance with the 
statutes of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act. 
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CALL TO ORDER 

• Commissioner Wolford called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 

• The chair requested an attendance roll call. A quorum was present.  

• The June 27th Meeting Minutes were called for approval. 
o Motion made by Commissioner Hawks; Meginnis seconded. 
o Motion carried by unanimous rollcall vote 
 

INTRODUCTIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Chair Wolford called for Commissioner and NDOT introductions. 

• Welcome from District 6 Commissioner Hawks. 
o Welcome, grateful for everyone who comes out to share their input.  
o Sparsely populated, but rural highways help transport a lot of agricultural products. 
o Welcome also to Cameron in his first year. 

 
 

MEETING BUSINESS 
 
District 6 Program Presentation  
Cameron Craig, District 6 Engineer 
 

- District 6 Overview 
o Contacts for each region 

- 2025 Maintenance Project Highlights 
o Preservation program – spot patching, crack sealing, etc. 
o $5.3 million annually for maintenance 

- 2025 Construction Project Highlights 
o Let ~$130 million for projects 
o Projects with great improvements 

▪ US-83 Lake Maloney South 
▪ US-83 In North Platte, Leota – 1st Street 
▪ I-80 Ogallala – Roscoe 

- One & Six-Year Highway Program 
- Questions (none) 

 
Public Input on District 6 Program 
 

- Eric Seacrest representing the North Platte Area Chamber & Development Corporation 
o Thanks to NDOT 
o Improved intersection needed for Hershey Rail Park 
o Traffic volumes continue to increase in Newberry Access Road 
o Access problem: request to plan new Interstate interchange corridor for traffic and trade 
o Keep I-80 the best connection between East and West 
o **Hershey Rail Park handout 

 
- Gary Person, President of North Platte Area Chamber & Development Corporation 

o Eric provided details 
o Thanks for service 
o Rail creates interesting first designated inland port authority situation 
o Soon many entities will have rail access for their products 
o Concern about getting traffic in and out – 10-year plan 

 
- Layne Groseth, City Administrator for the City of North Platte 

o Thank you for the partnership and the projects 
o This has improved safety and access 
o Thank you for the good working relationship between city and state 
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- Tom Werblow, Superintendent for McPherson County 
o Appreciate your work 
o Least populated county in Nebraska, 5th least populated county in the US 
o 50 miles of pavement to care for in the county, lots of semi traffic, cattle, etc. 
o Asphalt 10 feet wide makes things dicey 
o Limited resources make it very difficult to maintain what we have—having to forego 

asphalt for gravel instead 
o Question from Commissioner Copple: Is the 10-foot road you mentioned on the state 

highway system?  
▪ No, county roads 

 
Highway 66 Connection in Louisville 
Brian Johnson, Roadway Design 
 

- Project Purpose & Need 
o Connect discontinuous route, reduce traffic, eliminate conflicts, improve N-50 and N-66 

intersection 
o At-grade crossing is needed 

- Project Overview & Scope of Work 
o Description of current discontinuous route 
o Description of new continuous route (new alignment, at-grade crossing, trench & inlay, 

added turn lanes, closure of crossings to create single crossing)  
- Design Features 

o Segment A: Mill/Fill existing asphalt, 12’ driving lane 
o Segment B: 2’ trench widening, mill/fill, 12’ driving lane 
o Segment C: rebuild curb, mill/fill, 12' driving lane 
o Segment D: shifting center line, 12’ driving lane, 6’ shoulders, sidewalk, bridge 
o Segment E: reverse curve, driveway, 12’ driving lane 3’ shoulders, curbs 
o Final CE document will be submitted to FHWA later this year 

- Public Involvement 
o Project started as Louisville South Bypass (1990s) 
o Project Scuttled (2000s) 
o Resumed focus on at-grade crossing (2019) 
o PI Open House for N-66 connection (2025) 

▪ 106 in attendance 
▪ 26 comments 
▪ Overall project support 
▪ Pedestrian concerns accounted for 

- Cost and Schedule 
o Estimated Cost: $9 million 
o Federal, State, and City funds 
o Final design & letting 2026 
o Construction Fall 2026 – Fall 2027 

- Questions:  
o Were people overwhelmingly, reasonably, or less than supportive? 

▪ They’ve been waiting for a long time—supportive. 
o When was the idea of a bypass abandoned? 

▪ 2000s, people knew it wasn’t going to happen 
o What percentage is local? 

▪ A very small percentage, for the sidewalks 
- Approval of Resolution 2025-5 

o Motion for approval made by Commissioner Copple; Commissioner Meginnis seconded. 
o Motion carried by rollcall vote, 6 – 0  
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DIRECTOR’S REMARKS 
- Comments on making the project a reality, thanks to Lt. Gov, Senator Clements, City, etc. for 

persistence 
- Thanks also to community of North Platte, had an opportunity to discuss with them 
- Governor and I were in Ogallala recently speaking with them about their needs 
- Continued resource constraints challenge the department to provide what is needed 
- Will continue to work with Governor’s Office & Legislature 
- Reminder: We are funded through gas tax (~$192/year) 
- We will take care of existing assets with limited resources, continuing to look for ways to improve 

NSI across the state 
- Very busy summer especially on the Interstate 
- Encourage your friends and family to drive safely, plan to go back to legislature with safety focus 
- Working closely w/ partners to get Niobrara project settled 
- NDOT supported first meeting of Infrastructure Task Force instituted by LB 558, working on 

funding literacy 
- Several grants pending, Infrastructure Hub is doing the same for our local partners 
- Relaxed NEVI guidance 
- Sunset of EOP and return of Rec Roads funds totaled ~$11.5 million pay-in from NDOT to help 

balance the state budget – going forward any funds will come from Transportation revenue 
- Question from Commissioner Kindig: Has there been any discussion about tollways? 

o USDOT/FHWA don’t allow tolling for existing infrastructure, some states have applied for 
exemption 

o Focus on finding alternative revenue sources, user fees 
o We’ve looked at what it would take to toll new infrastructure 
o Consultant partnership, P3, AIAI, all working together to approach transportation funding 
o No situation where a tolled route would be an efficiency route, lack of feasibility 

- Question from Commissioner Kindig: Trucking companies use I-80 as thoroughfare. Is there any 
way for a surcharge? 

o We’re looking at this—what would an I-80 surcharge look like? What would a diesel fee 
look like?  

- Question from Commissioner Copple: Is there any discussion about electric vehicles paying their 
fair share? 

o It’s pretty equal to what traditional users pay right now. 
 

PUBLIC INPUT – STATEWIDE 
- Michael Kerby 

o Retiree from NSP, here to talk about those in NSP who gave ultimate sacrifice 
o Recognition in other states—simple signs designating highway or bridge where state 

police/highway patrol troopers lose their lives 
o Michael Farber #427 was struck and killed – Hampton interchange – We can do better to 

honor their service 
o Proposal: provide a designator in the vicinity of the place they died in the line of duty 
o **handout 

 
- Scott Black 

o Retired NSP Investigator, currently Chief Sergeant at Arms for the Nebraska Legislature, 
speaking as retiree representative for State Troopers Association 

o Unconditional support for Captain Kerby’s initiative 
o Proposed memorial signs would be a constant reminder for the motoring public 
o Thank you for the chance to honor legacy officers and families 

 
- Remark from Director Kramer: We’ve had two public servants killed under this administration—

we’re working on ways to get people to understand the importance of lives on the highway.  
o Move over law last session, more work to do 
o Continue to work w/ association to honor those lost 
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REMARKS FROM THE CHAIR 
- Commissioner Wolford: This request doesn’t exactly meet the naming highway policy, I don’t 

know what the rules are for memorial signs. I’d like the department to come back w/ a 
presentation on what is and isn’t allowed, then the commission can address this. 

- Director Kramer: December may be too late if we need to address this legislatively. I’d suggest 
open conversation regarding your intent before then. 

- Commissioner Copple: Do you think this is to the level that it will require legislative action? 
- Director Kramer: If something does need to happen legislatively we will need to do something 

sooner. We’ll get you information sooner, and if you can send your intent sooner then we can 
move before the December meeting. 

- Commissioner Wolford: This raises a lot of questions. Let’s figure out what we can and can’t do. 
- Commissioner Kindig: Michael called me and we talked about many of these things, so I thought 

it would be best if he came to make a presentation. 
- Director Kramer: Given that the commission has the authority in many ways, it would make 

sense for the commission to make a formal request to the department that could then be carried. 
 
PUBLIC MEETINGS CALENDAR 

- The Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) has two public meetings scheduled 
between now and the next Highway Commission meeting. 
 

- First, NDOT will hold a public information open house meeting regarding proposed improvements 
along Nebraska Highway 1 and Nebraska Spur 13C in Cass County, Nebraska. The meeting will 
be held at the Elmwood Fire Hall, 601 N. 4th Street, Elmwood, NE 68349 on Thursday, 
September 4, 2025, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  
 

- An additional public information meeting regarding the Leota – 1st St NB Project in North Platte, 
Nebraska will be held at Harvest Christian Fellowship, 1501 S Dewey St. North Platte, NE 69101 
on Tuesday, September 9th from 3:00 – 6:30 PM.  
 

- The next Highway Commission Meeting will be held at 8:30 AM on October 24th, 2025 at Mid-
Plains Community College McCook East Campus at 905 E 7th St in McCook, Nebraska. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

• The chair adjourned the meeting at 10:08 AM. 



The following pages of the minutes are comprised of handouts
provided by speakers during the public input portion of the meeting.
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